Cub Scout Pack 377

2009 Pinewood Derby Rules

UNLIMITED CLASS

The purpose of these rules is, quite frankly, almost pointless … this is, after all, an UNLIMITED CLASS.  However, unlimited or not, there are a few rules to adhere to in order to insure that your car will be able to race on the Pack 377 Pinewood Derby Race Track.  If you still have uncertainty about what is allowed, please contact the Derby Committee.

Eligibility of Contestants and Cars

· The Year 2009 Pinewood Derby UNLIMITED CLASS Competition is open to all persons who have paid the entry fee.

· UNLIMITED CLASS entry fees are as follows:


Early Bird Entry Fee - $10.00, includes Pinewood Derby Car Kit.  Early bird entries can be purchased at the November, December and January Pack Meetings prior to the actual Pinewood Derby Race Day.


At The Door Entry Fee - $10.00, does not include Pinewood Derby Car Kit.

Length, Width & Clearance

· Maximum overall width (including wheels and axles) shall not exceed 2-3/4”.  This width must be maintained to allow (8) cars to race at one time.

· Minimum width between wheels shall be 1-3/4".  This width must be maintained to allow car to clear the center guide strip.

· Minimum clearance between the bottom of the car and track shall be 3/8".  This clearance must be maintained to allow the car to clear the center guide strip.

· Maximum length (including wheels) is not regulated.  However, the maximum length of Pinewood Derby Track behind the starting post is 10”.  Build your car accordingly!

· The wheelbase (distance between the front and rear axles, center to center) is not regulated.

· Maximum height shall not exceed 4".  This height must be maintained to allow the car to pass under the scoring gate.
Wheels and Axles

· Not regulated.
Weight and Appearance

· Not regulated.
Lubrication

· Cars that have dripping liquid lubricant will not be allowed to race on the Pack 377 Pinewood Derby Race Track.  There are no other regulations concerning lubrication, including when lubrication can be applied.

Safety Rules

· No open flames or other heat producing sources, e.g. rocket engines, will be allowed on or around the Pack 377 Pinewood Derby Race Track.

Ground Rules

· If a car jumps off the track, it will automatically lose the heat.

· If a car leaves its lane and interferes with another car, the heat will be run again without the interfering car.  The interfering car will automatically lose the heat.

· If a car suffers a mechanical problem during the race, it may not be repaired.

Inspections and Disputes

· Each car must pass inspection by the Official Inspection Team before it may compete.  The Inspection Team has the right to disqualify those cars that do not meet the rules.  Car owners will be informed of the violations and given an opportunity to modify the car to meet these rules.

· Ungentlemanly or unsportsmanlike conduct by any participant or member of the audience will be grounds for expulsion from the competition and/or race area.

UNLIMITED CLASS Scoring Scheme

1.
Each car will race a minimum of one time.  Lanes will be assigned randomly.  Contestants may swap lanes with another contestant prior to the start of their race.  Mutual consent must be obtained before swapping lanes.

2.
Scoring is based upon the actual sequence in which the cars cross the finish line.  The first car to cross the finish line in any given heat will be judged to be the fastest.  Likewise, the last car to cross the finish line will be judged to be the slowest.  The cars must cross the finish line in order to be ranked.

3.
UNLIMITED CLASS racing scheme.


a.
If only 1 car is entered into the UNLIMITED CLASS, it will win the “Greased Lightning” Award providing it crosses the finish line.  Else, it will be presented the “Flat Tire” Award.


b.
If more than 1 car, but less than 9 cars are entered into the UNLIMITED CLASS competition, only one heat will be run.  The first car to cross the finish line will be awarded the coveted “Greased Lightning” award.  The last car to cross the finish line will be awarded the “Flat Tire” award.  NOTE, in order to be eligible for the “Flat Tire” award, the car must actually cross the finish line.


b)
If more than 8 cars are entered into the UNLIMITED CLASS, they will be equally divided into “run off” heats.  The fastest 8 cars (or half of the field, if less than 16 cars are entered) will race in a final heat to determine the fastest car and winner of the “Greased Lightning” Award.  The slowest 8 cars (or half of the field, if less than 16 cars are entered) will compete in a final heat to determine the slowest car and winner of the ”Flat Tire” Award.  NOTE, in order to be eligible for the “Flat Tire” award, the car must actually cross the finish line.

4.
Awards


There are two (2) racing awards available in the UNLIMITED CLASS.


a.
The “Greased Lightning” Award.  This award is presented to the fastest car in the UNLIMITED CLASS.


b.
The “Flat Tire” Award.  This award is presented to the slowest car in the UNLIMITED CLASS.


c.
Certificates will be awarded to cars in the UNLIMITED CLASS for the following judged categories.  Judging is to be done by a panel of Cub Scouts comprised of one (1) Scout per Den of the Dens present on race day.  Note, not all categories may be awarded, and not all certificates in each category may be awarded.  Unless otherwise noted below, there are one (1) certificate available in each category.



a.
Best Overall Scout Theme



b.
Best Monthly Theme (monthly theme is ‘Home Alone’)



c.
Most Realistic Looking



d.
Most Patriotic



e.
Fastest Looking



f.
Coolest Looking



g.
Wildest Looking



h.
Muscle Car



i.
Plainest Looking



j.
Weirdest Looking



k.
Most Flashing Lights or Most Lights if no flashing lights



l.
Reddest Car



m.
Orangest Car



n.
Yellowest Car



o.
Greenest Car



p.
Bluest Car



q.
Best Brownsburg (Bulldog / Purplest) Theme



r.
Best Resemblance to a NASCAR



s.
Best Resemblance to an INDY Car



t.
Best Non Car



u.
Most Cartoonish



v.
Best Sports Theme
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